
 

  
26 February 2021 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

 

I hope that you and your family are all safe and well.  As per my correspondence earlier this week, we are currently 

planning and putting appropriate steps in place ahead of the national re-opening of schools. We are very much 

looking forward to welcoming back our students. 

 

As I am sure that you can appreciate, in all aspects of the Academy’s provision there is again a significant amount 

of information and logistics to consider.  A full overview of the plans will be issued early next week.  Below are some 

key updates and information as it currently stands: 

 

School Re-opening and On-site Covid-19 Testing Update 

 

Although secondary schools have the option of staggering their re-opening, we are very keen to do everything we 

can to enable all of our students to return on March 8.  

 

One of the key elements in the latest government guidance in relation to how and when schools re-open is that 

secondary schools are expected to test pupils over the age of 11 for coronavirus, and that schools could stagger 

their reopening to enable this to happen. 

 

In line with requirements, we will offer all pupils three self-tests for Covid-19 in school, with each test between 3-5 

days apart. In order to facilitate this process and to assist with the reopening of the Academy for all students on 

March 8, students for whom we have parental consent will be able to have their first test on either Thursday 4 

March or Friday 5 March.  

 

Plans are currently being finalised, but students taking the test will have access to a free coach shuttle service to 

and from the Academy. This will also be available to students who do not normally catch the coach to school. Pick 

up and drop off points will be the same as are currently in place.  There will inevitably be some minor timetable 

disruption for the students attending for their test, but any work missed will be on the online curriculum and teaching 

staff will also be available to offer guidance where needed. 

More details about the testing timetable and transport arrangements will be provided early next week.  

 

Please also note that although testing in schools is voluntary, it is strongly encouraged by the government. All key 

information and the parental consent form in relation to Covid testing for students at the Academy can be accessed 

at http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 

 

After these tests are complete, with results reported to the NHS and any positive results to the school, home testing 

kits will be provided for all pupils and staff. Any positive tests returned through a Lateral Flow Device in school will 

automatically trigger a period of 10 day isolation from the date of the test. 

 

GCSE and A Level Examinations 

 

The government has confirmed that GCSE and A Level grades will be calculated using a form of teacher 

assessment.  Schools have been informed that more guidance will be available before the end of this term. We 

understand that there will inevitably be questions in relation to this process, and we will keep everyone updated as 

soon as we are able to.  In the meantime, please could I reiterate that students and parents do not contact teachers 

with grade enquiries.  I would also like to stress that lessons, units studied and accompanying student assignments 

are continuing as normal, and staff will continue to mark work and provide feedback in the usual way.  As per 

previous guidance, please note that the marks and feedback given for one individual piece of work should not be 

taken as an indicator or guarantee of what grade may be awarded in the summer. Thank you for your support and 

understanding. 

 

 

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing


 

 

 

 

March 1 Training Day 

 

A reminder that there will be a Training Day on Monday March 1, with the school closed for all pupils, including 

those who have been attending for keyworker and vulnerable student provision. On-site provision for keyworker 

and vulnerable students resumes on Tuesday March 2, as does the remote learning programme. 

 

A full update with guidance in relation to the re-opening of the Academy and key protocols will be made available 

next week. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support.   

 

Yours sincerely  

  
  

Mr I Williams 

 Headteacher  

  

  

  

  


